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RACIAL STRAINS IN FLORIDA
The States has often been called the “melting pot” of races ; and Florida, with her history under
several flags, has had more than the usual opportunity
for the assimilation of different peoples. The Spanish,
the French, the English, the migrations from other
states and foreign nations have all contributed toward
making the white race of Florida one of many
strains-in a word, American.
But it is not in mere numbers that we may expect
to find the composition of the white population of
Florida best revealed. In the hundred years since the
first census in which returns were made from Florida,
the white population has increased from 18,385 in
1830 to 1,035,205 in 1930. The increase during this
period has been steady, but it is, of course, not to be
attributed mainly to immigrations
from foreign
nations. Besides the natural increase there are the
continuous migrations from the other states of the
Union.
In 1930, only 59,057 (5.7 per cent. of the white
population or 4 per cent. of the total population) were
of foreign birth. And, considering the 101,775 persons
of foreign or mixed parentage, we find that only 15.5
per cent. of the white population may be classified as
of foreign stock. This percentage has not been greatly
decreased by the influx of people during the boom, for
in 1920 only 6.7 per cent. of the white population was
of foreign birth and only 7.6 per cent. in 1910. At no
time has the percentage of foreign birth exceeded the
8.0 per cent. in 1890; and in 1850, just after the admission of Florida as a state, it was 6.4 per cent.
Note.-This paper was prepared for and read before the
annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society, held at Rollins College, February 29 last.
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Thus it is obvious that a study of the racial strains
of Florida is, to a large extent, beyond the realm of
figures ; which, however, form the chief source of
information for the present study. The immigrants
must be counted in the first generation, before they
have fused their strains with the others in the melting
pot; and, at the most, only the offspring of mixed or
foreign parentage can be definitely ascertained as of
foreign stock. A conclusive and final study of the
problem would involve the tracing of all the families
in their intermingling after their arrival, and this is
obviously a hopeless task-obscured as it is by the
movements of persons of foreign descent from other
states, whose ancestry can only be traced by going
back to their earlier homes for records. And even the
figures for foreign birth can not be taken literally, for
a person’s birthplace does not necessarily indicate his
race.
Of course, there are a few instances in which
groups of families have come in from other states or
foreign countries and maintained a certain racial identity. These will be noted where they have been ascertained, but those peoples who have contributed most to
the present foreign population of Florida are so
scattered throughout the state that no group identity
now exists.
Thus, it is evident that the problem of racial strains
is a very intricate one, and in this study, which is based
largely on census reports, I shall not attempt to trace
the racial movements after their entry into the state
and the extent of their contribution in numbers to the
foreign stock.
In addition, a study of this brevity is necessarily
limited, in this case, to the white race. This limitation,
however, is entirely logical, for the three colored races,
the Indians, the orientals, and the negroes, may be
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taken more or less for granted because of certain distinctions from the white population and the general
prejudice against miscegenation. The Indians have
practically disappeared, although the 587 enumerated
in 1930 show a slight increase over the 518 in 1920 and
a decided increase over the 74 in 1910. This increase
after 1910 can probably be attributed to the inclusion
of many Indians in the Everglades rather than to
natural increase alone, and many of them may still be
unenumerated ; but the Indians as a race can hardly be
expected to influence the future population of Florida
to any perceptible degree. The Chinese and Japanese
numbered only 353 in the last census ; and, although
the Japanese have increased by 200 per cent. in each
of the last two decades and the Chinese have increased
by nine in the same period, they have never been
numerous enough to have left any influence on the population. The negroes, numbering 431,828 in 1930 (29.4
per cent. of the total population), form a distinct problem in themselves. But it may be noted in passing that
although they have increased numerically the last
decade by 100,000, they have decreased relatively from
the 41 per cent. in 1910.
Before proceeding with the investigation of the
contributions made by the various races to the population of Florida, it is best to understand something of
the general distribution of the foreign element in
Florida as it is revealed through an examination of the
census of 1930. There has been a great increase in
the number of whites in the last twenty years, from
443,634 in 1910 to 1,035,205 in 1930, from 58.9 per
cent. to 70.5 per cent. of the total population. The
principal reason for this may be found in the boom,
with the increase for the decade from 1920 to 1930 as
some 400,000 compared to the 200,000 increase from
1910 to 1920.
The foreign born white population has shown a
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steady increase from 33,842 in 1910, but there has been
a slight relative decrease as indicated by the percentage of the total population, from 4.5 per cent. in 1910
to 4 per cent. in 1930. On the other hand, the migrations from the other states have materially increased
the number of white persons of foreign or mixed parentage. There were 35,825 in 1910, in 1920, and
101,775 in 1930, an increase from 4.3 per cent. to 6.9
per cent. of the total population. However, it is interesting to note that the relative increase was greater
between 1910 and 1920 than in the following decade,
1.7 per cent. as opposed to 0.4 per cent. Nevertheless,
as the population increases the foreign stock increases,
although in the last ten years there has been no relative
increase, the percentages of foreign stock for 1920 and
1930 being identical, 10.9 per cent. of the total population, as opposed, however, to the 9.3 per cent. in
1910.
In studying the distribution of this foreign element
we find that the foreigners have concentrated largely
in the urban sections. Some 45,086 of the foreign born
whites have gone to the cities as opposed to the 13,971
settled in the rural districts, of whom only 4,617 are
living on farms. It is to be expected that the first
generation of immigrants reside in the larger centers
of population and it is not possible to trace their
descendants in their movements and ascertain whether
or not a larger percentage moves to the country. However, the conclusions gained from the figures for those
of foreign or mixed parentage do not indicate that the
second generation is scattering to the rural sections.
The 1930 census shows that 77,499 are in the cities,
while 24,276 are in the country. Indeed, if one compares the last census with the two preceding ones it
is evident that the foreign population in the rural parts
of Florida is not increasing as fast as that in the cities,
owing, no doubt, to the attraction of the cities during
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the boom and the urban character of the whole population. Between 1910 and 1920 there was a slight increase in the percentage of the rural foreign stock,
from 29.7 per cent. to 32 per cent. of the total foreign
stock, but there was a decrease of some 8 per cent.
from 1920 to 1930, from 32 per cent. to 23.7 per cent.,
although during this time the population of both rural
and urban sections showed an increase. However, the
newcomers are following the general trend to the city,
for the white urban population of Florida more than
doubled in the last decade, increasing from 235,026
in 1920 to 549,025 in 1930, while the rural population
increased only by 83,053. And it is interesting to note
that only about a third of the rural foreign stock
settles on farms, the rest locating in the smaller villages and towns to follow some trade.
We may conclude from the figures already quoted
that most of Florida’s foreigners will be found around
the larger cities ; and, indeed, Hillsborough, Dade, and
Duval counties lead in the number of persons of foreign birth and of foreign or mixed parentage, and are
at the same time the most populous counties. Hillsborough County has 42,751 persons of foreign stock,
Dade 28,255, and Duval 15,190. Polk County, which
ranks fourth in population, is passed in foreign stock
by several counties.
But when we consider the proportion of the foreigners with respect to the total population we find
that Monroe County, with a population of 13,624, has
1,880 persons of foreign birth, 13.8 per cent. of the
population, and that 45.3 per cent. of the native white
population are of foreign or mixed parentage. Only
10.9 per cent. of the population of Hillsborough County
and 7.6 per cent. of Dade County are of foreign birth,
while the persons of foreign or mixed parentage form
24.1 per cent. and 17.0 per cent. respectively of the
native white population of those counties. At the

Published by STARS, 1932

5

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 11 [1932], No. 1, Art. 6

21
other extreme we find Washington County with 17
foreign born, 0.1 per cent. of the total population of
12,180, while only 0.5 per cent. of the native white
population are of foreign or mixed parentage. Liberty
County has only 15 persons of foreign stock in its
population of 4,167.
There are fourteen cities with a population of more
than 10,000 in the state and in these there are 37,258
persons of foreign birth and 64,272 of foreign or mixed
parentage. And in four of these cities, Tampa, Miami,
Jacksonville, and St. Petersburg, is concentrated 50
per cent. of the foreign stock of Florida. Their combined returns show them to contain 48,450 persons of
foreign and mixed parentage and 29,474 of foreign
birth. Tampa alone has 22,296 persons of foreign parentage and 14,430 of foreign birth, 36.3 per cent. of
its total population and about 23 per cent. of the total
foreign stock resident in Florida.
Yet Key West with a population of only 12,831 has
5,872 persons of foreign stock, 44.9 per cent of its
population, the largest percentage of foreign stock of
any city in Florida. However, with the increase in the
white population of the state during the last decade,
the foreign born population of both Tampa and Key
West has decreased relatively, in Tampa from 20.7
per cent. to 14.3 per cent. and in Key West from 17.7
per cent. to 14.3 per cent. But the population of Key
West has decreased by almost 6,000, while Tampa has
had a 50,000 increase.
The percentage of foreign stock in the other cities
of over 10,000 varies from the 19.3 per cent. in Miami
to the 3.8 per cent. in Tallahassee. Gainesville’s foreign born population has increased relatively as rapidly
as its native, since it was 1.5 per cent. in both 1920
and 1930. St. Petersburg and Lakeland are the only
cities which show a relative increase in their foreign
born population.
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Among the smaller towns of a population ranging
from 2,500 to 10,000 we find 20,935 persons of foreign
stock, about 13 per cent. of the total. Tarpon Springs
with a population of 3,414 is 40.6 per cent. foreign,
while Miami Beach has 39.2 per cent. persons of foreign stock in its population of 6,494. Lake Worth is
28.1 per cent. foreign and Coral Gables 22 per cent.
foreign, while Marianna with 66 persons of foreign
stock in a population of 3,372 is only 1.9 per cent.
foreign.
Now let us turn to the racial composition of Florida, taking the various races briefly and attempting to
indicate from a survey of the censuses their contributions to the white population of the state.
The so-called Latin peoples were the first in
Florida, the Spanish under the explorers and conquistadores, and the French settlement of the Huguenots.
For two and a half centuries the Spaniards controlled
Florida, but they never developed very prosperous
settlements and the “civilized population was restricted to the neighborhood of three or four little
towns: Pensacola and St. Marks on the Gulf, and St.
Augustine and F e r n a n d i n a on the Atlantic. The
eastern and western settlements faced different seas
and were without connection by land. Each consisted
of a fringe of farms, trading posts and forts lying between the sea and that tremendous wilderness which
Ponce de Leon and Hernando de Soto had penetrated
in vain search for a better land.“
Thus in 1763 there were only 600 white inhabitants in Florida. These were presumably of Spanish
blood. But when Florida was ceded to England in that
year nearly all of these inhabitants moved to Cuba.
1
William Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction
in Florida (New York, 1913), 8.
2
John Lee Williams, The Territory of Florida (New York,
1837), 188.
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Then, in 1783, the Spaniards again resumed control
and held Florida until the formal transfer to the
United States in 1821. The white population at this
time was about 8,000, half of whom resided in East
Florida and were preponderantly Spanish. But there
were some other racial strains in the population of the
section, M i n o r c a n s , Italians, English, Irish, and
Greeks, while in the west the population was more
purely Spanish. St. Augustine had some 2,000 people,
half of them white, Fernandina less than 500, while
the plantations along the St. Marys and St. Johns
rivers contained some 2,000 people including slaves.
The West Florida population was confined to Pensacola
and St. Marks and their immediate neighborhoods.
Then the Americans began to come into Florida and
the difficulties attendant on t r a c i n g racial strains
begin, with the Spanish settlers intermingling with
the others and a decided relative increase in the influx
of the Spaniards. However slight in proportion to the
other foreign strains, the number of persons of
Spanish birth has increased from the 70 listed in 1850
to the 4,125 listed in 1930. There were only 56 listed
in 1870, just after the War for Southern Independence,
and the greatest number listed was 4,199 in 1910,
during the height of the immigration from southern
Europe. The great increase came between 1900 and
1910, from 1,084 to 4,199, from 5.6 per cent. of the
white foreign born population to 12.4 per cent.
This Spanish strain has settled largely in the cities,
principally in Tampa where 3,457 persons of Hispanic
birth were listed in 1930. Key West has 216 Spaniards,
Miami 94, and Jacksonville 50. Of the other 308, 166
are settled in Hillsborough County and the rest scattered throughout the state by ones and twos. There
are also 5,975 more of Spanish blood, 4,929 of whom
are settled in Tampa, 173 in Key West, 124 in Miami,
and the rest scattered.
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Two other races are so closely akin to the Spanish
that they should probably be considered with them,
since they are of Hispanic origin and speak that
tongue: the Cubans and the Mexicans, although the
latter may be largely Indians or mestizos in blood. In
1850 there were 599 persons from the West Indies in
Florida, most of whom probably came from Cuba,
because of the proximity of that island to Florida.
This number increased from 919 in 1860 to 2,256 in
1870. It is safe to surmise that this increase was
largely due to the troubles in Cuba during this time,
for in 1868-1869 many Cubans moved to Key West
and the influx has continued. In 1930 there were 6,287
persons of Cuban birth in Florida, 10.6 per cent. of the
persons of foreign birth, and 2,131 from the other
West Indies. Of the Cubans 4,968 were settled in
Tampa which has thus outstripped the early settlement of Cubans at Key West. This latter town now
claims only 737 persons of Cuban birth, a decrease
from the 1,704 listed in Monroe County in 1920. Miami
ranks third, with 226 Cubans in 1930. However, considering the parentage of Cubans, we find that Florida
contains 9,686 natives of Cuban parentage (9.5 per
cent. of the total number of persons of foreign parentage) of whom 7,404 dwell in Tampa, 1,612 in Key
West and 170 in Miami.
There have never been many Mexicans in Florida,
but they do add a bit to the Hispanic strain. In 1850
there were only six and this has increased to only 185
in 1930. Of these, 141 are in Tampa, 14 in Pensacola,
and the rest scattered throughout the state.
The Portuguese must be considered as a Latin
race closely related to the Spanish, although they had
no direct part in the early settlement of Florida even
in the Spanish regime and have never contributed a
great deal to the population of the state. In 1850,
there were only seventeen, and the number never
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exceeded the forty-one listed in 1880 until after 1910.
There were some 228 in 1920, but in 1930 the Portuguese were not numerous enough to receive special
mention in the census.
The 1500 colonists brought from Italy, Greece,
Smyrna, and Minorca to New Smyrna by Dr. Andrew
Turnbull in 1767 are of more interest historically.
They moved to St. Augustine in 1777, and by that time
their number had been reduced to 600, so that although
certain racial characteristics have persisted they have
had no great influence on the racial composition of
Florida.
The second so-called Latin country to attempt colonization in Florida was France, but Menendez crushed
the Huguenots at Fort Caroline and their efforts were
effaced. During the Spanish regime there were periods
of rivalry, friendship, and war between the French
and Spanish, during which many French passed
through the region around Pensacola, but it was not
until Congress granted Lafayette a township that the
French settled in Florida in any numbers. Lafayette
is said to have sent out a large number of his countrymen to make a settlement near Tallahassee, although
he never saw the grant himself.
However, there have never been many persons of
French birth listed in the census for Florida. In 1850,
there were 67 and this number had increased to some
902 in 1930, only 1.5 per cent. of the total population
of foreign birth. They are scattered over the state,
50 per cent. of them being listed in cities of over
10,000 and the rest in the smaller towns or rural
sections. Tampa had 106, Miami 116, and Jacksonville
63. Pensacola has only sixteen of French birth. But
there were 2,195 of French parentage in 1930, 301 in
Miami, 207-in Tampa, while Jacksonville, St. Petersburg, and Pensacola had each over a hundred.
Except for the efforts of those explorers of Italian

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol11/iss1/6

10

Smith: Racial Strains in Florida

26
blood, the Italians had little to do with the colonial
history of the New World, but they have emigrated to
both the Americas in great numbers since the latter
part of the nineteenth century. In 1850, there were
only 40 listed in Florida and this number did not
increase very much until 1890 when there were 408.
The greatest increase came between 1900 and 1910,
from 1,707 to 4,538; and in 1930 there were 5,262 in
Florida. The early Italians probably chose the seaports because of their interest in shipping, and Tampa
now has the majority of the Italians, 3,298. Miami has
282, while Jacksonville and Pensacola have each well
over a hundred. The 8,053 natives of Italian parentage
have also concentrated in the urban sections, some
6,566 having settled in the cities, of whom 5,179 are in
Tampa.
The third flag to fly over Florida was the English,
from 1763 to 1783, during which time there was “a
short-lived prosperity. Trade thrived as never before
with Indian and half-breed trappers. Loyalists, driven
out of the southern English colonies by the Whig revolutionists, poured into Florida. Along the St. Johns
and St. Marys rivers, new plantations were cleared ;
more negro slaves were brought into labor; fields were
better tilled ; new roads were cut through swamp,
glade, and barren; and the English colonist, here as
elsewhere, demonstrated his ability to win and transform and hold, after a certain fashion, a wild region.“
But when Spanish control was resumed in 1783
“most of the British settlers left the colony. Some went
to Great Britain ; some to the Bahamas ; and some,
probably, to the United States.” Some English families remained and some returned from the Bahamas to
settle near Mosquito Inlet (now Ponce de Leon), but
3
4

Davis, op. cit., 8-9.
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the “conditions required of settlers were such that few
of the English cared to accept them, and chose, rather,
to remove into the states of Georgia or South Carolina,
That conditions were better in West Florida was in
the main due to the influence of William Panton in upholding Commerce and developing industry.”
However, with the desertion of plantations and the
decrease in trade Florida soon lapsed back into the
condition before British occupation and “the permanent and lasting results of Anglo-Saxon control in
colonial Florida were very meagre.” Yet the English
continued their activity in the Floridas, particularly
William Panton and his traders.
And, of course, the settlers who came in from the
states after the transfer in 1821 were almost wholly
of English blood. The first wave, according to Davis,
consisted largely of poor squatters, who drifted over
the borders, even before the region passed into the
hands of the United States. The second wave “was
more speculative and transitory than permanent”,
prospectors seeking good and cheap land to be sold at
a profit when the population increased the values of
the cotton lands. Then came the real settlers from all
parts of the Union, pushing past the old towns of
entry, seeking the richer uplands of the interior.
Some of the settlers moved down into Florida in
groups, retaining a certain racial identity that had
not been lost during the sojourn in the states. Of particular interest are the settlers in the Euchee valley
in Walton County, Scots who came into North Carolina
between 1808 and 1812 and then followed Neil McLendon and Colonel John McKinnon to Florida in 1820
and 1821 and the years following. The names of these,
pioneer families are significant : McLendon, McKin5
Caroline Mays
Florida, 1924), 4.
6
Davis, op. cit., 12-15.

Brevard,
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non, Campbell, McCarter, McLean, McDonald, McKenzie, McSween, McQuaig, McCallum, McLeod, McPherson, McCoy, McFarland, McGinnis, McMillan, Gillis,
and Andrews-all Scotch.
After the admission of Florida as a state, there
were in 1850, 300 English, 182 Scots, 11 Welsh, and
878 Irish among the foreign born population. The
direct influx from England has increased to 7,084 in
1930, some 2500 more having come in the last decade
during the boom than in the preceding ten years.
There are 13,136 natives of English parentage, over
10 per cent. of the natives of foreign parentage. Miami
has 1,111 persons of English birth and 1,843 of English
parentage, while Jacksonville has 626 of English birth
and 1,264 of English parentage. The English seem to
be rather evenly distributed throughout the state, with
over 50 per cent. residing in the larger cities.
The Scotch and Irish have not taken to Florida as
readily as the English, and the Welsh have never been
numerous. In 1930 there were 1,797 persons from
Scotland and 1,843 from Ireland. Over 50 per cent. of
these have gone to the larger cities, Miami having 375
Scots and 336 Irish, and Jacksonville, 153 and 145
respectively. But there are a good many more persons
of Irish than of Scotch parentage, the census reporting
3,707 of Scotch parentage and 7,759 of Irish parentage.
The difference is probably due to the influx from the
other states of the Union.
Two other English peoples that have settled in
Florida are the Canadians and peoples from the West
Indies. They have come from the Bahamas to Key
West in such numbers that Browne could say “ninety
per cent of the English speaking people are of Bahama
ancestry.“ In 1850, 97 persons are listed as having
come from British America, in 1880, 446 ; and, in
7

Jefferson B. Browne, Key West (St. Augustine, 1912), 169.
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1900, persons are listed from Canada, 88 of them
from French Canada. By 1930, Florida had 8,156 persons of Canadian birth and 9,038 of Canadian parentage, and the Canadian stock ranked second among
the foreign stocks with 10.6 per cent. of the total.
About 50 per cent. of the Canadian born persons have
settled in the cities, 1301 in Miami, 701 in St. Petersburg, and some 500 each in Jacksonville and Tampa.
The Scandinavians have also settled in Florida ;
particularly the Swedes, who have increased from 33,
in 1850, to 2,145, in 1930, besides the 3,093 of Swedish
parentage. This migration picked up after 1870. In
that year there were 30 Swedes, 16 Norwegians, and
41 Danes, but ten years later these numbers had increased to 231, 79, and 259 respectively. There were
2,340 persons of Norwegian stock and 2,303 of Danish
stock in Florida in 1930. These Scandinavians have
scattered over the state. General Sanford brought in
a number of Swedish families about 1871, and settled
them near Sanford at New Upsala. Others settled in
Volusia and Orange counties, but the Scandinavians
are now principally in Dade County which boasts
2,038 persons of Scandinavian stock. The name Dania
is significant of the history of that town. Miami has
576 persons of Scandinavian birth and Jacksonville,
St. Petersburg, and Pensacola about 200 each.
The Germans have come to Florida in large numbers, increasing from 378, in 1850, to 5,464, in 1930.
And if we consider the 17,084 natives of German parentage we find that the Germans form 14 per cent. of
the total foreign stock. Miami, Jacksonville, and
Tampa have most of the Germans that have settled in
the cities, and the 50 per cent. that have scattered
over the state are also more numerous in Dade, Duval,
and Hillsborough counties. Austrians and Swiss are
*Jacksonville, 235; St. Petersburg, 180; Pensacola, 174.
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found in small numbers, but in 1930, there were only
825 Austrians and 5 0 0 Swiss, settled around the
larger cities like the Germans.
From the Balkans come the Greeks, Rumanians,
and Bulgars. The Greeks came in after 1900, increasing from the 98 in that year to 886, in 1910, and 1,552,
in 1930. They are settled in Miami (239), Jacksonville
(216), and Pensacola (131) ; but the most distinct
colony of Greeks is that at Tarpon Springs in Pinellas
County, where there were 282 foreign born Greeks and
255 of Greek parentage in 1930. They came from the
Mediterranean to ply their vocation of diving for
sponges in American waters. The Rumanians came in
after 1900, increasing from 115 to 645, in 1930, besides the 760 of Rumanian parentage. But the Bulgars
numbered only 16 in 1920 and were not mentioned in
the census of 1930.
From Eastern Europe come the Slavic stocks. In
1850, there were only two Russians in Florida and this
number increased gradually to 230, in 1900. The greatest increase came after 1910, from 547 to 2,012, in
1930. They have settled largely in. Miami ( 5 8 7 ) ,
Jacksonville (388), and Tampa (121). In fact, 73.9
per cent. of them are settled in the larger cities, a tendency that is borne out by the fact that 74.6 per cent.
of the natives of Russian parentage are also settled
in the cities. The Poles, numbering only 25 in 1860,
increased after 1900 to the 945 in 1930, in addition to
the 1,149 of Polish parentage. Following the Russians,
they have also settled in the larger cities although
some 50 per cent, have settled in the smaller towns and
rural sections.
There were only three Bohemians in Florida in
1870, and only 20, in 1900, but there were 638 persons
of Czech birth and 792 of Czech parentage in 1930.
Some 70 per cent. of them have settled in the rural
districts.
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The persons from Palestine and Syria, numbering
962 in 1930, have taken to the cities, 475 of them
having settled in Jacksonville, and only 136 in the
smaller towns and rural sections. Jacksonville also
has 604 of the
natives of Palestine or Syrian
parentage.
All other foreign stocks listed in 1930, including
the Dutch, Belgians, Hungarians, Slavs, Finns, Turks,
and other races, numbered 4,002 persons of foreign
birth and 5,034 of foreign parentage, 5.6 per cent. of
the total foreign stock.
It is evident that, despite the number of races that
have contributed their bits toward the composition of
the population of Florida, there is no danger of Florida “going foreign" in the near future, largely because of the preponderance of the native immigration
from the other states. The foreigners soon lose their
racial identity in the “melting pot” and are fast becoming Americans, although the exact percentage of amalgamation can hardly be determined. Nevertheless,
over 50 per cent. of the foreign born are naturalized,
while over 6 per cent. more have taken out their first
papers. Of the 17,666 over twenty-one years of age
who are classed as aliens, 15,113 still remain in the
cities, while some 75 per cent. of the rural foreign born
are naturalized or have taken out first papers.
Then, the Anglo-Saxon and Teutonic strains are
predominant in Florida, although the Latins have contributed a great deal to the population. Florida is, in
many respects, still a frontier state and the settlement
of its unoccupied lands will tend to invite the most
vigorous stocks and encourage the rapid assimilation
of foreign elements in the cities.
Rollins College
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